
OVERTOURISM
A TICKING TIME BOMB?

A R A D H A N A  K H O W A L A

C E O  &  F O U N D E R ,  A P T A M I N D  P A R T N E R S



IT HAS NEVER BEEN CHEAPER TO FLY



50,000 RESIDENTS
20 MILLION TOURISTS ANNUALLY

VENICE



POPULATION OF 1.6 MILLION, HOSTS 
OVER 30 MILLION VISITORS ANNUALLY

BARCELONA



OVER 1.5 MILLION TOURISTS 
ANNUALLY IN A CITY WITH JUST 

43,000 RESIDENTS

GAME OF THRONES EFFECT

DUBROVNIK



500,000 VISITORS IN 2010 TO OVER 2 
MILLION IN 2018, OUTNUMBERING THE 

LOCAL POPULATION BY SIX TIMES

ICELAND



POPULATION OF 15,000, RECEIVES 
2 MILLION TOURISTS A YEAR, 

INCLUDING 800,000 CRUISE SHIP 
PASSENGERS

SANTORINI, GREECE



TWO FRENCH TOURISTS TRIED TO 
TAKE HOME 90 POUNDS OF SAND 

FROM THE ITALIAN ISLAND OF 
SARDINIA



EGYPT IS FURIOUS OVER COUPLE’S 
‘NUDE PHOTOSHOOT’ ON TOP OF THE 

GREAT PYRAMID



A WOMAN SLAPPED AN AIRLINE GATE 
AGENT AFTER SHE WAS TOLD CHECK-

IN HAD CLOSED FOR HER FLIGHT.



AN AIRLINE PASSENGER THREW COINS 
INTO A PLANE'S ENGINE FOR GOOD LUCK



CHINESE INFLUENCER FINED AFTER EATING 
PROTECTED GREAT WHITE SHARK ON VIDEO



AMERICAN MAN ARRESTED IN ISRAEL FOR 
SMASHING ROMAN STATUES SAYING HE 

HAS “JERUSALEM SYNDROME”



A TOURIST AT ROME’S COLOSSEUM WAS 
CAUGHT CARVING 

“IVAN + HAYLEY 23”



NAKED PEOPLE BECAME A PROBLEM 
ON A UK SUNFLOWER FARM



PIERCE BRONSNAN PLEADED GUILTY TO 
WALKING IN THERMAL AREAS IN YELLOWSTONE 

NATIONAL PARK



ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER HELD AT MUNICH 
AIRPORT AFTER FAILING TO DECLARE EXPENSIVE 

WATCH



LOCALS 
CRI DE COEUR







JAPANESE TOWN OVERRUN WITH 
TOURISTS PUTS UP VIEW-BLOCKING 

BARRIER NEAR MOUNT FUJI

BUILDING WALLS



THE AUSTRIAN VILLAGE OF 
HALLSTATT BUILT A FENCE TO STOP 

SELFIE TAKERS

BUILDING WALLS







NEW ZEALAND



“12 HIDDEN GEMS” CAMPAIGN, 
THAILAND



10 NEW BALIS, INDONESIA



QUOTA-BASED TOURISM EXPERIENCES

MACHU PICCHU 
400 TOURISTS PER DAY



QUOTA-BASED TOURISM EXPERIENCES

RWANDA ISSUES A TOTAL OF 96 
PERMITS A DAY TO SEE THE 

GORILLAS.



TOURIST BEHAVIOR CERTIFICATIONS



LOCAL-ONLY DAYS



DESTINATION STEWARDSHIP



FROM QUANTITY TO QUALITY



PLACEMAKING



TECH TO THE RESCUE



LESSONS FROM 
OTHER INDUSTRIES



DYNAMIC PRICING, VISITOR CAPS, 
OFF-PEAK PROMOTION

TRAFFIC CONGESTION IN URBAN AREAS



OVERFISHING AND RESOURCE DEPLETION

VISITOR LIMITS, PROTECTED AREAS, 
SUSTAINABLE PRACTICES



CONSERVATION EFFORTS, BALANCED 
TOURISM, ENVIRONMENTAL 

PRESERVATION

DEFORESTATION AND HABITAT LOSS



RESOURCE MANAGEMENT, PUBLIC 
AWARENESS, CONSERVATION 

TECHNOLOGIES

WATER SCARCITY AND OVERUSE



COMMUNITY PROTECTION, CULTURAL 
PRESERVATION, REGULATED GROWTH

GENTRIFICATION AND HOUSING CRISES



WHAT ARE WE

GETTING WRONG?

STOP AND THINK!


