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International tourist arrivals by region, 2025
Percentage of 2024 levels 

+6%

+8%

+4%

+1%

+4%

+3%
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Source: UN Tourism, World Tourism Barometer, volume 24 - Issue 1, January 2026
South Africa

In 2025, Africa welcomed 81.3 million international tourists, generating approximately USD 42 
billion in international tourism receipts.



Top performing destinations in Africa, 2025
Percentage change over 2024 

+29%

+19%

+15%
+14%
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+9%
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Source: UN Tourism, World Tourism Barometer, volume 24 - Issue 2, January 2026.
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Sustainable finance remained resilient, but restrained
 with capital flowing to fewer, higher-quality projects.

Source: United Nations Conference on Trade and Development. (2025). World Investment Report 2025: Chapter 3 ï Foreign direct investment trends and 

prospects (pp. 1ïxx). https://unctad.org/system/files/official-document/wir2025_ch03_en.pdf

Global bonds issuance, 2024
USD 1,052 billion

Cumulative issuance since 2019: USD 
5 trillion

11%

Sustainable funds lost momentum but remained 
bouyant

Market value reached USD 3.2 trillion (+8% vs 
2023), despite a 45% drop in net inflows.



USD       billion8.8

+19,000 direct jobs

announced projects representing

a total capital investment of 

Expecting to create

Growing intra-African investment :

Nigeria

Greenfield investments 2019 - 2025

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) - tourism cluster - Africa

of the projects correspond to accommodation subsector

USD     billion

announced projects representing

a total capital investment of 

Source: fDi Markets - Financial Times (excludes data for Egypt).
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Zanzibar

Top FDI destinations - tourism cluster - Africa

Zambia

Source: fDi Markets - Financial Times.

Note: Africa is considered as the 51 members of the Commission for Africa of UN Tourism, including: Algeria, Angola, Benin, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cabo Verde, Cameroon, Central African Republic, Chad, Comoros, Congo, C¹te d'Ivoire, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Djibouti, Equatorial Guinea, Eritrea, Eswatini (the 
Kingdom of), Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Morocco, Mozambique, Namibia, Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, Somalia, South Africa, Sudan, Togo, Tunisia, Uganda, United Republic of 
Tanzania, Zambia, Zimbabwe.
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Main reasons to invest in Africaôs tourism sector

Zanzibar, Tanzania
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42%

Socio-economic context1.

GDP growth in 2025  

Projected to reach 4.5% by 2030 
3.9%

Namibia
Swakopmund É Bevanward-
Dreamstime.com

Source: International Monetary Fund (2025); United Nations Department for Economic and Social Affairs.
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Note: UN Tourism includes Egypt and Libya within the Middle East region; therefore data from both countries are not included in the UN Tourism statistics for Africa.Sudan
Pyramids Meroe  É Maurice Brand - 
Dreamstime.com

Value proposition and competitive outlook2.

Source: UN Tourism Data Dashboard.

Tourism (% share) in service exports 
in 2024, the largest share globally

International tourism exports, 
2024

41%

52 USD       billion3.5%
Tourism contribution to regional 

GDP, 2023

more jobs per direct position 
(vs. global average)

21%

Travel & Tourism Development Index 2024

Africa shows strongest global improvement 

(16 out of 19 countries improved scores since 2019) 


